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SUBJECT:  USAID/OFDA  Cyclone  Sidr  Situation  Report  #3:  The  Impact 

of  Cyclone  Sidr  on  Food  Security  and  Emergency  Food  Needs 


11_1 . Summary.  In  response  to  Tropical  Cyclone  Sidr  in  Bangladesh, 
USAID  deployed  a Disaster  Assistance  Response  Team  (USAID/DART)  to 
assess  the  humanitarian  situation  on  the  ground,  provide 
recommendations  on  priority  needs,  and  coordinate  relief  efforts 
with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense,  USAID/Bangladesh,  and  the  U.S. 
Embassy  in  Dhaka.  In  its  initial  assessment,  the  USAID/DART  has 
identified  food  assistance  as  the  top  priority  need  for 
cyclone-affected  populations.  The  U.N.  initial  rapid  assessment 
team  reported  that  2.2  million  people  will  require  food  assistance 
due  to  the  impact  of  the  cyclone  on  local  food  security.  On 
November  24,  an  advisor  from  USAID's  Office  of  Food  for  Peace 
(USAID/FFP  joined  the  USAID/DART  in  Bangladesh  to  assess  the 
emergency  food  situation  and  provide  comprehensive  recommendations. 
End  Summary. 


HUMANITARIAN  CONDITIONS  IN  CYCLONE-AFFECTED  AREAS 


T2 . On  November  15,  2007,  Tropical  Cyclone  Sidr  made  landfall  in 
southern  Bangladesh  with  winds  of  155  miles  per  hour.  Rainfall  and 
flooding  resulting  from  the  storm  damaged  infrastructure  andQ 
destroyed  homes,  particularly  affecting  the  southern  coastal 
districts  of  Barguna,  Bagerhat,  Patuakhali,  and  Pirojpur.  As  of 
November  23,  the  Government  of  Bangladesh's  (GOB)  Disaster 
Management  Bureau  and  the  U.N.  World  Food  Program  (WFP)  reported 
that  the  cyclone  had  killed  3,033  people,  led  to  the  disappearance 
of  1,828  others,  and  damaged  nearly  1.2  million  homes.  In  addition, 


heavy  rains  from  the  storms  destroyed  nearly  1.7  million  acres  of 
agricultural  lands,  negatively  impacting  local  food  security  and 
livelihoods.  Information  on  affected  populations  and  more  detailed 
analysis  of  humanitarian  needs  are  unfolding,  as  GOB,  U.N., 
non-governmental  organization  (NGO),  and  donor  assessment  missions 
are  still  ongoing. 


EMERGENCY  FOOD  NEEDS  FOR  AFFECTED  POPULATIONS 


1[3 . During  its  initial  assessment  of  cyclone-affected  areas  in 
southern  Bangladesh,  the  USAID/DART  reports  that  emergency  food  aid 
is  the  highest  priority  for  humanitarian  assistance.  Likewise,  the 
U.N.  rapid  assessment  team  also  cited  food  as  the  most  important 
area  for  immediate,  life-saving  relief.  According  to  the  U.N.  team, 
approximately  2.2  million  people  are  in  critical  need  of  food  aid 
due  to  destruction  caused  by  Cyclone  Sidr.  On  November  24,  an 
advisor  from  USAID/FFP  joined  the  USAID/DART  in  Bangladesh  to  assess 
the  emergency  food  situation,  provide  comprehensive  recommendations, 
attend  coordination  meetings  with  U.N.  agencies,  NGOs,  and  the  GOB's 
Ministry  of  Food  and  Disaster  Management. 

11_4 . According  to  WFP,  strong  winds  and  tidal  surge  resulting  from  the 
storm  destroyed  more  than  1.6  million  acres  of  croplald.  The  main 
crop  damaged  is  rice,  which  is  currently  under  cultivation  from 
November  2007  to  January  2008.  Since  many  crops  were  ready  for 
harvest,  the  impact  of  Cyclone  Sidr  was  especially  harmful  on  local 
food  security.  On  November  22,  the  U.N.  rapidassessment  team 
reported  that  25  percent  of  ready-to-harvest  crops  in  the 
storm-affected  areas  were  destroyed. 

11.5 . In  the  most  affected  areas,  household  reserves  of  food  have  been 
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11.11.  Through  its  public  food  distribution  system,  the  GOB  is 
providing  rice  to  cyclone-affected  populations.  As  of  November  23, 
the  GOB  had  allocated  7,640  MT  of  rice  and  distributed  27,000  food 
bags.  However,  the  GOB  has  not  released  the  exact  amount  of 
government  food  stockpiles  available  for  distribution  to  affected 
populations . 

11.12.  On  November  23,  USAID  officials  attended  a coordination  meeting 
between  the  GOB  and  international  donors,  which  was  held  at  the  GOB 
Ministry  of  Food  and  Disaster  Management.  At  the  meeting,  GOB 
representatives  stated  that  government  food  stocks  are  currently 
higher  than  they  were  last  year  at  this  time;  however,  recent 
flooding  and  the  impact  of  Cyclone  Sidr  have  devastated  Bangladesh's 
agricultural  cycles.  The  GOB  stated  that  although  current  food 
stocks  are  "good,"  they  may  be  depleted  by  March  or  April  2008. 
Furthermore,  the  next  season's  rice  crop  is  not  expected  until  May 
1I_2008.  The  GOB  may  be  hesitant  to  tap  into  government  stockpiles  due 
to  concerns  over  food  security  in  the  long-run. 

11.13.  India  has  announced  a $22  million  contribution  in  food 
assistance  comprising  40,000  MT  of  rice,  10,000  MT  of  wheat,  and 
1,000  MT  of  milk  power.  Contingent  on  when  these  food  commodities 
will  arrive  and  whether  they  are  allocated  to  cyclone-affected 
areas,  this  assistance  could  be  significant  in  filling  the  food 
needs  of  victims  of  Cyclone  Sidr. 
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